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Let’s Learn To Read Music! 
 

Learning to read music is as easy as understanding and interpreting all of the musical symbols that 
you see. When reading music, if you see a capital letter A on top of a bar, you strum an A Major 

chord. If you see a capital letter E, you strum an E Major chord.  

 
In Exercise 4, you learnt to strum A Major and E Major chords. Below, Exercise 4 has been 

correctly notated using a time signature, bar lines, crotchets and a double bar line. Note that each 

crotchet represents a strum.  For the moment, strum in a downward direction (however, as long as 

you strum on each crotchet, it doesn’t matter whether you strum up or down).  Start on an A Major 
chord and continue strumming on A Major until the music indicates to change to E Major.  

 

Let’s Play 

Exercise 4 – ‘Down For No Counts’ 
 
Count In:  1         2  

         1    2    3    4 
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D Major Chord 
 

Use the fingering diagram below to learn to play a D Major chord.  

 
 

NOTE: the ‘X’ on the 6th string indicates that you don’t strum that string.   

 

D MAJOR 
  

 

        
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Let’s Play 

Exercise 5 – ‘Easy Rock’ 
 
Count In:  1         2  

 

1    2    3    4 

! 

" 

# 

X 
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ATTENTION MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
Melmarvi Publications is proud to present:  

Introducing: The Guitar! 
What is Introducing: The Guitar! ? 

Introducing: The Guitar! is a skills based student workbook and teaching 
guide designed to meet the mandatory Stage 4, NSW Board of Studies Music 
Syllabus requirements. 

What does Introducing: The Guitar! cover?  


Designed specifically for Year 7 or Year 8 music classes, this 20-week course presumes no prior 
knowledge of the guitar. With activities in performing, composing and listening, students will learn to 
read and interpret musical notation, perform chords and notes on the guitar and develop their 
understanding of the concepts of music through carefully organised listening activities. 

Why not completely organise your mandatory Year 7 or Year 8 music class today? 

To find out how Introducing: The Guitar! and Introducing: The Keyboard can help your classroom 
teaching or to order a copy, contact us today! 

Marcel Viera  
Melmarvi Publications

Introducing: The Guitar! Student 
Workbook edition  

• 20-week (2 Terms) skills based music course. 
• 3 progressive units including an extension unit. 
• 142 pages including manuscript and writing paper. 
• Performance, composition and listening tasks with 

marking criteria. 
• Literacy and numeracy activities. 
• Extension activities. 
• Completion date and teacher citation spaces 

spread throughout the workbook. 
• Rocky Rockodile illustrations making the student 

workbook appealing to younger music students. 
• Easy to follow for both teachers and students. 
• Includes ‘Rocky Rockodile’ guitar pick. 

Introducing: The Guitar! Teaching 
Guide edition 

• Complete teaching program and register designed 
to meet the Stage 4, NSW Board of Studies Music 
Syllabus. 

• Introducing: The Guitar! student workbook with 
answers. 

• CD with all performance backing tracks and 
listening activities. 

• Introducing: The Guitar! course description, 
rationale and unit overview. 

• Class list, homework and assessment records 
template. 

• Includes 5 ‘Rocky Rockodile’ guitar picks.

• Access to online templates and resources. 

COST: $33.00 per student workbook COST: $69.95 per teaching guide 

http://www.melmarvi.com.au

